
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons with physical limitations that may tend to restrict access to or participation in this meeting 
should contact the County Administrator’s office (231-779-9453) at least twelve (12) hours prior to the scheduled start of the meeting. 

Wexford County 

Gary Taylor, Chair 

NOTICE OF MEETING 
The Wexford County Board of Commissioners will hold a regular meeting on  

Wednesday, March 04, 2026, beginning at 4:00 p.m. in the Commissioners Room,  
third floor of the Historic Courthouse, located at 437 E. Division St., Cadillac, MI 49601. 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 

A. CALL TO ORDER

B. ROLL CALL

C. PLEDGE OF ALLIEGIANCE

D. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA

E. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

F. EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION .......................................................................................................................................... 1 

Micheal McDaniel 35-years 

Ashley Hackert 5-years 

Colleen Zawacki 5-years 

G. PRESENTATION AND REPORTS

1. Cadillac Wexford Transit Authority Annual Update (C. Thompson, Director)

H. PUBLIC COMMENT
Designated for topics on the agenda only.

I. CONSENT AGENDA
The purpose of the consent agenda is to expedite business by grouping non-controversial items together to be dealt with by one
Commission motion without discussion. Any member of the Commission may ask that any item on the consent agenda be removed
therefrom and placed elsewhere for full discussion. Such requests will be automatically respected. If any item is not removed from the
consent agenda, the action noted on the agenda is approved by motion of the Commission to adopt the consent agenda.

1. Approval of the February 18, 2026, Regular Meeting Minutes................................................................................ 2 

J. AGENDA ITEMS
1.  Resolution 26-10 CWTA 2026 Millage (Finance 2/26/26) ........................................................................................... 6 
2. Resolution 26-11 COA Millage Language (Finance 2/26/26) ....................................................................................... 8 
3. 2025 Emergency Management Performance Grant Agreement (Finance 2/26/26) .............................................. 11 
4. Commercial Property Lease Renewal for Wexford County Public Defender’s Office (Finance 2/26/26) ... 47

K. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
L. CORRESPONDENCE
M. PUBLIC COMMENT

Open for any public comments.
N. LIAISON REPORT
O. BOARD COMMENTS
P. CHAIR COMMENTS
Q. ADJOURN

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 



BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS AGENDA ITEM 

FOR MEETING DATE: February 24, 2026 
SUBJECT: Employee Recognition 

SUMMARY OF ITEM TO BE PRESENTED: 

Wexford County would like to recognize employees for their service, per County Policy B.13-0, 
at 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, and 35 years. The following employees should be recognized at the next 
Board of Commissioners’ meeting for their service as follows: 

EMPLOYEE NAME DEPARTMENT YEARS OF SERVICE 
Micheal McDaniel Sheriff’s Office 35-Years

Ashley Hackert Clerk’s Office 5-Years
Colleen Zawacki District Court 5-Years

 Micheal McDaniel began his employment with Wexford County on February 1, 1991, as full-time 
Dispatcher. May 8, 1993, Mike transferred to the Corrections Department. On July 1, 2000, he 
became Sergeant of Corrections. On September 12, 2018, he became the Jail Administrator and 
currently holds this position. 

Ashley Hackert began her employment with Wexford County on February 8, 2021, as a full-time 
Deputy Clerk. On February 9, 2026, Ms. Hackert was appointed as Chief Deputy Clerk and 
currently holds this position.  

Colleen Zawacki began her employment with Wexford County on February 8, 2021, as a full-time 
Deputy Clerk in District Court and currently holds this position. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Human Resources / Public Safety Committee recommends the full board presents a 
certificates of Appreciation at the Board of Commissioners meeting on March 4, 2026. 
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WEXFORD COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
Regular Meeting * Wednesday, February 18, 2026 

Meeting called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Chairman Taylor. 

Roll Call: Present- Commissioners Aaron Sogge, Jason Nelson, Mark Nyman, Sandy Bengelink, 
Michael Bush, Julie Theobald, Gary Taylor, Jason Baughan and Brian Potter.  

Absent- None. 

Pledge of Allegiance. 

Additions/Deletions to the Agenda-  
Add: F. Employee Recognition – Robert Champion   
Delete: G. Medical Examiner Annual Report  
Add: J9 Resolution 26-08 

Approval of the Agenda
MOTION by Comm Theobald, seconded by Comm Potter to approve the agenda, as
amended. 

All in Favor. 

Employee Recognition-  
Robert Champion was present to receive his award for 5 years of service with the County. 

Presentation and Reports- None 

Public Comment- None 

Consent Agenda 
1. Approval of February 4, 2026, Regular Meeting Minutes

MOTION by Comm Theobald, seconded by Comm Nelson to approve the Consent
Agenda. 

           All in favor. 

Agenda Items 
1. Resolution 26-09 MSUE Millage Renewal

MOTION by Comm Nyman, seconded by Comm Nelson to approve Resolution 26-
09 MSUE Millage Renewal proposal and certifying ballot language.

Roll Call: Motion passed 9-0.

2. MSUE 2026 Annual Workplan-Amendment #1

I.1.
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MOTION by Comm Bengelink, seconded by Comm Theobald to approve Contract 
Amendment # 1 to the agreement for Extension Services provided by Michigan 
State University to Wexford County Annual Work Plan 2026 and authorize the 
chairman to sign on behalf of the county.    

Roll Call: Motion passed 9-0. 

3. MSUE 2026 Lease Agreement
MOTION by Comm Nelson, seconded by Comm Nyman to approve the two-year
Lease Agreement between Wexford County and Michigan State University in the
amount of $30,400 annually and authorize the chairman to sign on behalf of the
county.

Eric Karbowski passed out a flyer for an upcoming open house to come see their office
space. He asked the Board to help spread the word.

Roll Call: Motion passed unanimously.

4. Resolution 26-06 Support Repealing MCL 46.415(2)
MOTION by Comm Theobald, seconded by Comm Bush to approve the Resolution
26-06 Support of Repealing MCL 46.415 (2).

Roll Call: Motion passed unanimously. 

5. Special Part-Time Prosecutor Employment Agreement
MOTION by Comm Baughan, seconded by Comm Bengelink to approve the Special
Part-time Prosecutor Employment Agreement for a period of one year, in the
amount of $40 per hour, not to exceed $80,000 and authorize the chairman and
Prosecuting Attorney to sign on behalf of the county.

Roll Call: Motion passed 9-0.

6. 911 Service Plan Update
MOTION by Comm Nelson, seconded by Comm Sogge to approve the updated 911
Service Plan and authorize the chairman to sign on behalf of the county.

Roll Call: Motion passed 9-0.

7. Telnet Services Phone System Proposal
MOTION by Comm Theobald, seconded by Comm Bush to approve the Telnet
Service Phone Proposal in the monthly amount of $4,005.26 and one-time fee of
$1,875.00 for a new phone system and authorize the chairman to sign on behalf of
the county.
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Roll Call: Motion passed 9-0.  

8. Abilita Consulting Services Proposal
MOTION by Comm Nyman, seconded by Comm Bush to approve the Abilita
Consulting Service Proposal with recommended changes from County legal for the
new phone system and authorize the chairman to sign on behalf of the county.

Roll Call: Motion passed unanimously.

9. Resolution 26-08 Recognizing Gary Taylor
MOTION by Comm Bush, seconded by Comm Theobald to approve Resolution 26-
08 Recognizing Gary Taylor for his valued contribution to the Veterans Memorial
Wall.   

Comm Potter read the full resolution and presented Chair Taylor with a plaque honoring 
his work.  

Comm Taylor thanked everyone for the recognition. 

Roll Call: Motion passed unanimously. 

Administrator’s Report-
Administrator Porterfield mentioned that he tries to keep communication open, but he
knew the Board Chair wouldn’t add the recognition to the agenda. He joked that this one
took some sneaking.  

Mr. Porterfield informed the Board that the auditors will be on site the 3rd week of May, 
which comes about 3 weeks after the BS&A switch. There have been meetings with 
BS&A regarding the data uploads, as well as some on site training.   

Mr. Porterfield noted that he is also busy gearing up for Board of Review.

Correspondence- None.

Public Comments
Don Koshmider, Cadillac, Michigan, was really bummed he missed the meeting at the
library. He really hopes he can make the next one. He mentioned it matters what news
you listen to. He encouraged everyone to watch InfoWars.

Liaison Reports-
Comm Theobald attended the Salvation Army meeting. They had a Safe from Harm 
training, and they are working at getting help with showers.

Comm Bengelink attended a Library meeting where they received the year end report for
2025. She highlighted that from 2022 to 2025 the libraries in our area have almost 30,000 
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more people that have walked into the door. She noted the Manton Library is working 
with the school to get the seniors online e-books. She also highlighted that the Manton 
Library has seen an increase of 28% in accounts.  

Board Comments-  
Comm Theobald thanked Gary for all the work he has done on the wall, and all of the 
work he does for the County. She knew he was chomping at the bit when it was added. 

Comm Baughan echoed what Commissioner Theobald said. On behalf of the Baughan 
family, he appreciates the work put in. 

Comm Potter commented that typically resolutions are not always meaningful, but this 
one was. 

Comm Sogge echoed what the others said about Commissioner Taylor. 

Comm Nyman also echoed what everyone else said about Commissioner Taylor, and he 
encouraged everyone to take the time to look at the wall and read the tributes.

Comm Bengelink echoed all the other sentiments and noted that Gary does a great job.

Comm Bush thanked everyone for keeping that surprise quiet. The wall means a great 
deal to him because his uncle is on it.  

Chairman’s Comments-
Chair Taylor noted that the wall was a labor of love and an honor to be involved with. He 
thanked everyone for attending.   

Adjourn
MOTION by Comm Theobald, seconded by Comm Bush to adjourn at 4:20 p.m. 

All in favor. 

______________________________   ___________________________________ 
Gary Taylor, Chairperson  Alaina M. Nyman, County Clerk 

5



Minutes of a regular meeting of the Wexford County Board of Commissioners, held at the Wexford County Courthouse, 
437 E. Division St., Cadillac, Michigan on the Fourth day of March, 2026, at 4:00 p.m. 

PRESENT: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

ABSENT: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Commissioner __________________ and supported by Commissioner 
_______________________. 

RESOLUTION NO. 26-10 

CADILLAC/WEXFORD TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

2026 MILLAGE RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Cadillac/Wexford Transit Authority (CWTA) is an entity created for Public Transportation purposes and 
organized by Wexford County and the City of Cadillac under the Urban Cooperation Act, 1967 Public Act 7, extra 
session; and 

WHEREAS, the CWTA wishes to request an election on a county wide millage for Public Transportation Services in 
Wexford County; and 

WHEREAS, the county wide Public Transportation tax of .60 mills authorized by the voters on August 6th, 2020, for six 
(6) years and which has not been rolled back by the Headlee Amendment is expiring in 2027; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Wexford County is requested to call an election to be held on August 6, 
2026, in Wexford County. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a proposal for a Public Transportation tax of up to .60 mills for a period of up to six 
(6) years levied on all taxable property within Wexford County commencing as soon as possible be placed on the ballot
for action by the voters at that August 6, 2026, election and that the County Clerk be authorized to take all appropriate
actions in connection with placing this matter on the ballot.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following recommended ballot language be considered: 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED as follows: 

1. This proposition shall be stated on the ballots to be prepared and distributed in the matter provided by law.

Public Transportation Services Millage Renewal and Restoration 

For the purpose of providing operating millage for the continued operation of the Cadillac/ 
Wexford Transit Authority at the same millage level previously approved by the voters in 
2020, shall the constitutional limitation upon the total amount of taxes which may be 
assessed in one (1) year upon all property within the County of Wexford, Michigan, be 
renewed at 0.5793 of one (1) mill, and shall the previously authorized reduced millage of 
0.0207 of one (1) mill be restored, for a return to the previously voted total limitation 
increase of up to .6000 mill  ($.60 per $1,000 of taxable value) for a period of five (5) years, 
2028, 2029, 2030, 2031, 2032 and 2033, inclusive? 

(If approved and levied in full, this millage will raise an estimated $845,018.00 for the countywide Public 
Transportation services in the first calendar year of the levy based on taxable value. In accordance with state 
law, a portion of this millage may be disbursed to the City of Cadillac Downtown Development Authority, 
the City of Cadillac Local Development Finance Authority and the City of Cadillac Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority.)

        YES 

   NO

J.1.
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2. All Public Officials of the County of Wexford, State of Michigan, and all Governmental units thereof, within such time
as shall be required by law, be and are directed to perform all acts which shall be necessary to be performed in order to
submit the above stated proposition to the duly qualified voters of said County at the State Primary Election to be held
in said County on Tuesday, August 6th, 2026.

3. It is further ordered that a certified copy of said proposition be filed with the County Clerk as required by law.

A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN AS FOLLOWS: 

AYES: ________________________________________________________________________ 

NAYS: ________________________________________________________________________ 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

____________________________________________________________ 
             Gary Taylor , Chairman, Wexford County Board of Commissioners 

             ____________________________________________________________ 
    Alaina M Nyman, County Clerk 

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
)ss 

COUNTY OF WEXFORD ) 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the Resolution 26-10 adopted by the County Board of 
Commissioners of Wexford County at a regular meeting held on March 4, 2026, and I further certify that public notice of 
such meeting was given as provided by law. 

    ___________________________________ 
      Alaina M Nyman, County Clerk 
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Minutes of a regular meeting of the Wexford County Board of Commissioners, held at the Wexford 
County Courthouse, 437 E. Division St., Cadillac, Michigan, on the fourth day of March 2026, at 
4:00 p.m. 

PRESENT: __________________________________________________________________ 

ABSENT: __________________________________________________________________ 

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Commissioner  and 

supported by Commissioner       . 

RESOLUTION 26-11 

OLDER CITIZENS SERVICES MILLAGE RENEWAL AND RESTORATION 
PROPOSAL 

WHEREAS, Act 39 of the Public Acts of 1976 expressly authorizes the Board of Commissioners 
for the County of Wexford to appropriate funds to organizations for the purpose of 
providing activities or services to the older persons, being individuals sixty (60) years of 
age or older of said County; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for the County of Wexford has appropriated funds to 
the Wexford County Council on Aging as the organization eligible to receive funds 
appropriated for the purposes of planning, coordinating, evaluating, and providing services 
to the older persons; and 

WHEREAS, the voters of Wexford County in 2020 previously approved a 1.000 mill tax for the 
purpose of funding for older citizens services in Wexford County, which was 
constitutionally reduced in 2025 to 0.9656 of one (1) mill, and that millage will expire 
December 31, 2026; and  

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for the County of Wexford seeks to have the voters of 
the County determine whether or not they desire to raise funds for the purpose of continued 
supportive activities directed toward the provision and improvement of older citizen 
services by renewing and restoring at the same level as approved by the voters in 2020, an 
ad valorem property tax levy of one (1) mill for a period of five (5) years, 2027 through 
2031, inclusive. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. That the following proposal be submitted to the qualified voters of the County of Wexford at
the next State Election to be held in said County on Tuesday, August 4, 2026:

J.2.
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Older Citizens Services Millage Renewal and Restoration Proposal 

For the purpose of providing operating millage for the continued funding of older 
citizens services within Wexford County at the same millage level previously 
approved by the voters in 2020, shall the constitutional limitation upon the total 
amount of taxes which may be assessed in one (1) year upon all property within the 
County of Wexford, Michigan, be renewed at 0.9656 of one (1) mill, and shall the 
previously authorized reduced millage of 0.0344 of one (1) mill be restored, for a 
return to the previously voted total limitation increase of up to 1.0000 mill  ($1.00 
per $1,000 of taxable value) for a period of five (5) years, 2027, 2028, 2029, 2030, 
and 2031, inclusive? 

(If approved and levied in full, this millage will raise an estimated $1,408,363.00 
for the countywide older citizen services in the first calendar year of the levy based 
on taxable value. The Wexford County Council on Aging is the current contract 
holder that utilizes these millage monies. In accordance with state law, a portion of 
this millage may be disbursed to the City of Cadillac Downtown Development 
Authority and the City of Cadillac Local Development Finance Authority.)

Yes 

No 

2. Said proposition shall on the ballots to be prepared and distributed in the manner provided by
law.

3. All Public Officials of the County of Wexford, State of Michigan, and all Governmental units
thereof, within such time as shall be required by law, be and are directed to perform all acts
which shall be necessary to be performed in order to submit the above stated proposition to
the duly qualified voters of said County at the State Primary Election to be held in said
County on Tuesday, August 4, 2026.

4. It is further ordered that a certified copy of said proposition be filed with the County Clerk as
required by law.

A ROLL CALL VOTE WAS TAKEN AS FOLLOWS: 

AYES:_______________________________________________________________________ 

NAYS:_______________________________________________________________________ 
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RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

______________________________________________________ 
Gary Taylor, Chairman, Wexford County Board of Commissioners 

______________________________________________________ 
Alaina M. Nyman, County Clerk     

STATE OF MICHIGAN ) 
) ss. 

COUNTY OF WEXFORD ) 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of Resolution 26-11 adopted by the 
County Board of Commissioners of Wexford County at a regular meeting held on March 4, 2026, 
and I further certify that public notice of such meeting was given as provided by law. 

_________________________________________________________ 
Alaina M. Nyman, County Clerk  
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